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140 THE MORNING EXERCISE 

Boy {crying). Forgive me, babushka. 

Martuin. That's right, and now, here's an apple for you. (Gets an 
apple from basket and gives it to the boy.) I will pay you for it, babushka. 

Old Woman. You ruin them that way, the good for nothing. He ought 
to be treated so that he will remember it for a whole week. 

Martuin. Eh, babushka, babushka, that is right, according to our judg- 
ment, but never according to God's. If he is to be whipped for an apple, 
then what do we deserve for our sins? Remember the parable of the man 
who forgave a debtor all that he owed him, and how the debtor went out and 
began to choke one who owed him. God commanded us to forgive, else we, 
too, may not be forgiven. All should be forgiven, the thoughless especially. 

Old Woman. That's so, but the trouble is that they are very much 
spoiled. 

Martuin. Then we who are older must teach them. 

Old Woman. That's just what I say. I myself had seven of them. 
Only one daughter is left. Here my strength is only so so, and yet I have 
to work. I pity the youngsters, my grandchildren. How nice they are ! No 
one gives me such a welcome as they do. Little Aksintka won't go to anyone 
but me. Of course it is a childish trick. God be with him. 

(Woman just about to lift basket to her shoulder.) 

Boy. Let me carry it, babushka. It is on my way. 

Martuin. That's right. 

Old Woman. That gives my old bones a rest. (They leave.) 

(Martuin goes back into the house. Takes lamp, lights it, works. Turns 
boot around. Looks at it. Puts it away. Takes Testament.) 

Martuin. But the Lord, he did not visit me. (Reads half aloud, very 
slowly.) "For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty and 
ye gave me drink. I was a stranger and ye took me in ; naked and ye clothed 
me; I was sick and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
. . . Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me." (Looks up from the Bible 
and repeats.) "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me." (Joyfully, to himself.) Then my dream 
did not deceive me. It was the Lord who visited me. 

Santa Claus Party 
Grace A. Webster 

The Year Book of June, 1912, contained an account of the Christ- 
mas Toy-Shop and its service in promoting unselfishness in the children 
by their sharing with others. That work was continued and additional 
interest was given to it the following Christmas. 

December 4, 1912, a messenger came to Miss Cooke at morning 
exercises, with a Marconigram (on regulation blank) from Santa Claus 
at Kondiak, North Pole. (The message was really sent by one of the 
boys from his amateur station at home and received at the School.) In 
this message, Santa Claus asked the privilege of renting the shop of the 
School for two weeks, and the terms, if the request could be granted. The 
children listened with delight and enthusiastically endorsed Miss Cooke's 
reply that the School would gladly lease the shop on Santa's own terms 



EXERCISES FOR SPECIAL DAYS 141 

and would sign the contract. The wireless next morning brought 
Santa's answer that the contract was on the way, and that he was so 
rushed with business that he wished to order additional dolls, dolls' 
beds, sheets, mattresses, and sleds. This extra wdrk was promised and 
included in the contract signed by Miss Cooke. The next two weeks 
were busy ones. All the primary grades worked on the promised extras. 
The first and second grades made simple candies, which were to serve 
as gifts, and the jellies and grape juice made in the fall were inspected. 
These were found in good condition, fit for the mother's gift. The chil- 
dren of the grammar grades could not be invited to the Santa Claus 
party, to their bitter disappointment, because of the lack of space in 
the gymnasium, but they wished to have a share in the preparation, 
and during the last week of the term, as there was opportunity, they 
came to the domestic-science kitchen and popped corn in sufficient 
quantity to supply the children of the primary grades. Other children 
made packages of the corn by wrapping it in paper napkins and tying 
the packages with gaily-colored string. These were counted out by 
grades, and generous allowance made for probable visiting children; 
and the supply for each grade was put into a large green or red stocking, 
plainly marked. These in turn were placed in Santa Claus' huge pack, 
this being done that each child might receive a gift from Santa Claus. 

The kindergarten children had much pleasure in trimming a small 
tree with bright ornaments. They put on it some of the smaller gifts 
chosen from those which they had planned to send with the tree to 
Children's Memorial Hospital. 

The high-school graduating class and the eighth grade were invited 
to the Christmas party with the four lower grades and the kindergarten. 
They assembled in the gymnasium, where the gay little kindergarten 
tree was placed in the middle of the floor. As always there were guests, 
younger brothers, sisters, cousins, friends, who sat down with the chil- 
dren of the school on the rugs around the room. That feeling of good- 
fellowship was most contagious, and the small guests were as much at 
home as our own children. 

The children danced in groups around the tree, there were skipping 
games, and then jolly Christmas songs. During the singing of St. 
Nicholas, the faint tinkle of sleigh bells was heard. The effect upon 
the children was electric, and their interest was so intense as it sounded 
louder and nearer, that their voices were stilled and in the quiet, Santa's 
voice was heard admonishing his team to "Whoa, Dasher, and Dancer" 
and all the rest of the historic names. There was more jingling and 
stamping, and finally Santa Claus, the traditional Santa Claus with his 
white beard, his twinkling eyes, his red fur-trimmed suit and the bulging 
pack on his back, came in puffing. This most agreeable part is usually 
played by one of the teachers, or sometimes by one of the alumni who 
is with us to take part in the family fun. Last year one of the former 
teachers, much beloved of the school, was chosen. His first inquiry, 
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after a greeting to the children and a rapturous reply from them, was 
as to the identity of the School, "Is this the Francis W. Parker School?" 
When the children assured him that it was, he produced a huge order- 
book and found the place where there were entries of toys. "I have 
here an order for twenty sleds. Are they ready?" A small spokesman 
came forward, "They are all ready and are like this one, and we want 
them to go to the Orphans' Home." The other items were checked in 
the same manner, and then Santa Claus, who had to hurry off to another 
school, suddenly remembered that he had some stockings in his pack 
for these children, and gave them out by grades as labeled. One child 
from each grade received the stocking assigned to it, holding a little 
conversation with Santa Claus at the same time, thanking him for the 
gifts and asking again anxiously whether the articles made to order were 
really satisfactory. Being reassured the children were satisfied, and 
after Santa Claus had said, "Good-bye, a Merry Christmas to all," the 
children with their guests went back to their own rooms — or their 
homes, with the happy confidence that they had made some one else's 
Christmas happier, and had done the thing which they had contracted 
to do. This feeling of something well done, undoubtedly adds to their 
joy in the real Christmas season. 

Note: Although the enlarged school and growing thought has changed and 
modified details somewhat, this article written by Mrs. Webster, many years Home 
Economics teacher in the school, has been retained. It preserves the school tradi- 
tion and indicates a conviction of the school that, together with the beautiful, 
reverent service which interprets and enriches the spiritual significance of the day, 
there should go in the school, as in the home, the frolic and fun that is the right 
of children on this, their special day of all the year. 

The Story of the Nativity 

Hattie A. Walker 

Preparation for Christmas in the First Grade 

Immediately after Thanksgiving the first-grade children begin to 
prepare for Christmas. In their own room they make and fill with cot- 
ton a mattress and pillows for a large doll's bed which has been mended 
in the shop. For this bed they hem the sheets and pillow slips and 
embroider a blanket. They trim a Christmas tree and decorate it with 
many colored stars and figures of animals which they have drawn and 
painted. They dip candles and fasten them upon the tree for a wishing 
party which is given to the seniors. Each child makes a wish for a 
senior and blows out his candle, and in turn each senior makes a wish 
and blows out his candle. After all is finished the Christmas tree is 
given to the Children's Memorial Hospital and the doll bed is sent to 
a kindergarten. 

The joyful thought of giving and making happiness for others is 
felt in all the children's work. They make many gifts to take home: 
candy boxes filled with candy of their own making, glasses of jelly 
which were made in the fall and kept for a gift, clay bowls with a bulb 



